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The most fabulous part of this interview had little to do 
with the setting, though the sexy-Soho Grand, is the 
ultimate interview destination, nor does it have to do 
with the look of the man, Javier Gomez is quite the looker.  
Half stunned by the first site of him, I am not shocked by 
an attractive photographer in this city, but I must say he 
caused a double look, and one of the most surprising 
elements, my ears were more in focus then my eyes. Many 
a men in New York can spark the eye, but very few the 
intellect, but Javier Gomez gives you a reason to listen. 
This, is that kind of photographer. The same man who rubs 
elbows with the stars (he not only counts Bill Clinton and 
Naomi Cambell as his clients, but also his friends) has both 
art and a soul who are equally grand yet humble. Once 
you understand Javier, you can more appreciate his work. 
For what you view upon the wall comes from a place of 
love, of peace and of healing. He may be a jet setter by 
day, his work has been featured in Art Basel Miami and 
his 2013 schedule includes Brazil, Paris and Tokyo, and 
Panama (his home town) at night he is just as he was 
when he was a young boy always looking to help, striving 
to change the world through his work both behind the 
camera and through many charities throughout the world.

Javier currently resides in New York, you can find both 
his work and books on JavierGomezStudio.com

Interview with Javier by Candace Johnson

PHOTOGRAPHERS IN 
MANHATTAN ARE A DIME A 
DOZEN, WHAT MAKES YOUR 
WORK ANY DIFFERENT?

What I believe in makes me different. I focus on 
connecting people through nature, which is something 
that we have forgotten. In New York especially, the focus 
is on fashion and sex. It focuses on the darkness which 
is great because it’s shocking and creates an emotion. 
However, that emotion for me is a little negative, I try 
to do the opposite by connecting people with beauty, 
inner peace and healing. I try to heal people through 
my photography, which is something that I think the 
world needs. That’s why I consider myself different.

JAVIER
GOMEZ
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WHAT WOULD YOU SAY 
CHANGED THE MOST WITH 
YOUR WORK WHEN YOU MOVED 
TO NEW YORK?
I started in New York in 2006 when I came to America.  I 
studied photography in New York at NYU and everything 
started there.  I had the American dream and wanted 
to be a millionaire by the age of 30. I focused on 
materialistic things. I had a party planning company then, 
and though at the time I was studying photography I 
didn’t make any money from it. But in 2008 when the 
recession hit I became a Buddhist. I decided to focus 
on what I love and chose not to focus on money. That 
is when it all started for me. It all changed in 2008. It 
made me focus on what was really important in life. I 
started to study Buddhism, Reiki, yoga, and meditation. I 
want to help other people get there. I also worked with 
Steven Klein and was one of 10 in the team. It was the 
beginning of my experience as a fashion photographer. 

TELL US ABOUT YOUR 
EXPERIENCE WORKING WITH 
STEVEN KLEIN. 
It was my first assisting job and I was 1 of the assistants. 
I learnt a lot. I had just moved to New York and I 
learnt about the business and the equipment. Steven 
taught me that photography is a movie made out 
of photographs. But working with them made me 
realize I didn’t want to do fashion. I don’t want to do 
this. I have always wanted to leave a message with 
the camera, not a commercial. I have always wanted 
to be a creator and have a voice with my camera. 

WHEN DID YOU GET YOUR FIRST 
CAMERA? 
When I was 15/16 I got a camera as a gift 
from my dad. Later I got a better one.

NEW YORK IS A HARD CITY, 
NOT EASY TO LIVE, LET ALONE 
SUCCEED, WHAT WERE YOUR 
TOUGHEST HURDLES?
I can say that I have never felt like a foreigner. I have lived 
in Italy, Costa Rica, Miami and Panama and I have travelled 
to more than 30 countries. I consider myself a citizen of 
the world. You have to let go of all the friends you had 
previously, but new ones come. One of the hardest parts 
was the size of the apartments in New York. Everything 
was so small, I was like “are you kidding me,  you live here?” 
I wanted to be here, I visited many times before I moved.

TELL ME ABOUT THE FIRST BIG 
SELL? 
I had few sales, but when my good friend and mentor 
Colin Cowie bought one of my pieces from my first 
exhibition at Cipriani, it made me feel very happy and 
honoured. He took me to another level because he is 
a celebrity. He was also one of my first big collectors

DID YOU WORK FOR COLIN 
COWIE? 
Yes I worked with Colin Cowie documenting his work and 
managing the archived photos. He was very supportive 
during my transition from party planning to photography.

HOW MANY CAREERS HAVE YOU 
HAD?
I was a model for 10 years, I have been a party planner, 
a flight attendant, and I did interior designing and now 
photography. I am an artist. I create, and everything is a 
step. Being a model helped me not be shy in front of the 
camera. Party planning and interior design is all about 
the eye, putting things in the right places. It’s all basically 
creative. I’m 32 now but I started out really young.
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WOULD YOU EVER GO BACK? 
No, I would never go back to anything, I will 
always continue to do photography. In the future 
I also want to be a motivational speaker and 
continue helping others. Motivating people, 
motivating kids. Helping others in a larger way. 

YOU WORK WITH ADULTS AND 
KIDS ON THEIR PHOTOGRAPHY. 
WHO’S HARDER TO TEACH 
ADULTS OR KIDS?
Teaching adults is harder than teaching children. 
Children’s minds are like sponges, they are always 
absorbing. It’s harder to teach adults to be open, 
to be conscious. Their egos make it harder. 

THE WORLD IS ENDING, YOU’RE 
TOLD YOU CAN GRAB THREE 
THINGS... WHAT DO YOU BRING?
Seeds to plant
My camera
And crystal rocks because they are healing. 

ANY HIDDEN TALENTS?
I have psychic abilities. I can sense things and I 
tell people things, and they happen to be true. I 
am really in tune through meditation. We all have 
the ability we just have to use our third eye. 

ANY HOBBIES?
I love music: Thievery Corporation, Scissor 
sisters, Hot chip, Jamiroquai.
I love to go to the beach, to travel, to read.
What’s the last book you read? The alchemist. 

IF YOU COULD DO IT ALL AGAIN 
WHAT WOULD YOU CHANGE?
I wouldn’t change anything, I think everything 
that happened has taken me to where I 
am and on an amazing journey.

WHERE DO YOU DRAW 
INSPIRATION?
My travels, when I meditate, when I gather with other 
artists. When different minds get together it is incredible 
what can come out. I go to an Art Basel in Miami, I 
go to interior design shows and architecture shows. 
I always want to see what is out in the world. Japan 
was so inspiring I was there during design week 

WHERE IS YOUR FAVORITE CITY 
WHERE YOU HAVE EXHIBITED?
Paris and Tokyo. 
In Japan I am currently being featured at Cassina furniture 
store. This is the first time they have featured an artist’s 
work. Japan, it’s very spiritual very peaceful and they 
love my work. In New York it is actually harder to make 
my way but in Japan they love nature, they just get it. In 
Paris I worked with the Ferdinand De Lesseps foundation. 
They showed a model of the museum and my art work 
of the Panama Canal will be featured. It’s been a great 
year we are going to Paris again, Madrid, Japan...

DO YOU STILL GET NERVOUS 
BEFORE AN EXHIBITION?
No, maybe when I have to speak in front of 
people, but when I am talking you don’t even 
notice it, I do love being in front of people. 

HOW DO YOU DEAL WITH 
CRITIQUE? 
I love critiques; it makes me be a better person. 
I love my critiques. So I am open to it.

HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED 
COLLABORATING WITH OTHER 
ARTISTS?
Totally, well I am talking to a Japanese painter to see if 
we can collaborate, so that I can photograph and he can 
paint them.  I am also communicating with a Spanish artist 
who did the cover of W magazine. She is very famous and 
big in the fashion world, her work is very interesting.
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IF YOU HAD A DINNER PARTY 
AND COULD INVITE ANYONE 
DEAD OR ALIVE WHO WOULD 
YOU INVITE?
Princess Diana: She was for the people and helping others.
Joao de Deus: he is a Brazilian Healer and a medium and 
channels amazing individuals he heals people from all over 
the world for free. Cancer, leukaemia, blind people, I have 
known about him since I was 15 because my neighbour 
went to see him after having a car accident. The first time 
Oprah went to Latin America, she went to meet him. He 
doesn’t charge anything and he actually gives you free food. 

David Icke: He has an incredible mind, next to 
Jordan Maxwell, I listen to their lectures and they 
have figured it out the way the world works. I 
love how Jordan Maxwell sees the world. 

WHO IS THE MOST INFLUENTIAL 
PERSON YOU HAVE MET? 
My Grandmother, she did Reiki, yoga and silence was 
her model. She travelled and she was a strong woman. 
Her name was Lydia Roselynd, She was also a founder 
of a church. Back then she taught me everything and I 
didn’t even know what it was. She was in a different place 
spiritually. She taught me the power of prayer and the mind. 

WHAT WOULD YOU ADVISE TO 
ENCOURAGE EMERGING ARTISTS 
LIKE YOURSELF?
Believe in yourself, we all have an eye, polish 
your eye take your eyes to the next level. We 
live in a world that discriminates against artists. 
Believe that what you do is amazing. 

IS THERE ANYTHING YOU 
WOULD LIKE TO ADD?
We need a more united world, we don’t need war.  We 
are not a colour or race, not a political party we are 
together. My mom said when I was little I would do my 
homework and then go help all the other kids with theirs, 
I was always helping we need to help each other. 

JGPR President James Grant says: He could have been the 
next Steven Klein but he walked away from all of that, he 
took another route. He chose his own path towards his 
passion, it was a bold step he lives the life he talks about. 
Famous designers look up to his work. He stood up for what 
he believed in. People can see the work behind his look. 

Javier: That’s why I was so happy in Japan I was treated 
like a super star there, they get my work, and I had to 
walk into a 2000 year old culture for them to get it. 

WHAT’S NEXT?
The world, I am going global. Thailand, Monaco, China, 
Panama Brazil, London. Take my work all over the 
world. My home is planet earth. I want to go to every 
corner of the world, and bring the world to my country. 
For an artist “home” is the world, why limit myself. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY: PASHA KALACHEV
CLOTHING DESIGNER: ALEXANDER NASH

ART DIRECTOR, STYLIST: JOSE MIRO
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